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If you want to get attention, use your old Ford as a Billboard,    From Gary Weyrauch 
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Twin Cities Regional Group Information 

The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the Twin 
Cities Regional Group #46 (TCRG) of the Early Ford V-
8 Club of America and is sent to all current members 
and advertisers.  TCRG is chartered by the Early Ford V
-8 Club of America, and is a non-profit corporation in 
the state of Minnesota, dedicated to the preservation of 
Ford Motor Company vehicles and related historical 
materials from the era of the flathead V-8 engines, in-
cluding all Fords, Mercury's and Lincolns so equipped 
from 1932 through 1953. 

Club Address 

P.O. Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN  55420 

Meetings Membership meetings of the 
TCRG are held at 7:00 p.m. on the first 
Wednesday of almost every month at a site 
announced in the Rumble Sheet.  Change of   
time or site will also be announced in the 
Rumble Sheet. 
Membership Membership dues for the 
TCRG are $25 per calendar year.  Member-
ship in the Early Ford V-8 Club of America 
(the National Club) is a membership re-
quirement of the Twin Cities Regional 
Group. 
Submitting Material Please send all mate-
rials for publication to Bill  Gillies , 1736 
Crystal Ave., Arden Hills, MN 55112 or E-
mail wlgillies48@gmail.com.  Rumble 
Sheet material deadline is the 15th of the 
month.  E-mail body content (not attach-
ment) is preferred. 
Advertising Classified ads are free to 
TCRG  members, and will run for three 
consecutive months.  Display ads (business 
card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of 
$30.  Check under ad for last appearance. 
Website TCRG can be visited online at 
www.tcrgv8club.org 

Twin Cities Regional Group 20210Board of Directors 

President    Mike Erickson   320-396-2473 
Vice President    Kent Tabako   763-755-7535    
Secretary    Gary Rosenberger  651-451-2937  
Treasurer    Roger Wothe   952-473-3038 
Editor     Bill Gillies     651-633–1564 
Membership    Gordy Ditmanson  651-646-8103 
Sunshine Lady    Cathy Tabako   763-755-7535 
Archives    OPEN     
Media Director   Ron Long   651-714-2740 
Webmaster    Lynn Erickson   320-396-2473 
Current Board Members   Joel Bergstrom   651-631-0091 
     Ron Christensen  763-208-2244  
     Tom Murray   651-699-1893 
     Steve Seidel   763-434-7848 
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Happy Birthday GEEZER BREAKFAST 
3rd Thursday of the Month 

   

Country Kitchen   9 AM 

7849 42nd Ave N 

New Hope, MN 

Drive your Ford to the August 
Meeting!    

 

August 2021 Presidents message 

 Here are some of the upcoming events for August: 

  One is our membership meeting on Aug. 4 at Saint Michael's Lutheran Church in Roseville.   We 
are encouraging you to drive your old Fords and Mercurys to the meeting. If you can't drive it, bring a cou-
ple pictures of your car or projects your working on. 

 The second event is on Aug. 6; Braham Pie day.   It involves a car show which starts at 8:30 am.  
Some of the members are planning on meeting in the Twin Cities and caravan up to Braham.   In addition to 
the car show, there are arts and crafts you can purchase, live music and lots of pie. Braham is located 50 
miles north of the Twin Cities on highway 65.  Some of our members attended two years ago and thought it 
was a fun event. We will be going to the Brass Rail in Grandy for broasted chicken-(voted best broasted 
chicken in MN by WCCO viewers).  If you are interested in dining with us, please call me (763-742-5584) 
and let me know so I can reserve enough space. 

 Also in the works is a tour on the west side of the Twin Cities in September. Watch for more details 
as the planning continues. 

 

Mike Erickson 

August 1  Rose Ann Bergstrom 

August 10  Eiko Seidl 

August 13   Cindy Flores 

August 16  Keith Hillstrom 

August 27   Cheryl Granlund 

          Meeting Location: St Michael’s Lu-
theran Church, 1660 West County Road 
B, Roseville, MN 55113‐4073, (651) 631‐
1510 Directions: From North or South: I‐
35W to Hwy 36, east on Hwy 36, exit 
Snelling South, turn right at first stop light 
(County Road B) look for church on left. 
OR I‐ 35E to Hwy 36, west on Hwy 36, 
exit Snelling South, turn right at first stop 
light (County Road B) look for church on 
left. Plenty of parking  
Meet in the Fireside Room. 7:00 PM 

  
 

Still Looking: Activities director for TCRG V-8 Club.  Full 
or part time position available.  Must be motivated and enthu-
siastic to get members out and about to drive and show off 
their cars.  Salary: Satisfaction of making a plan, bringing 
smiles to members faces and maybe an ice cream cone!  Job 
description includes planning driving and non-driving activi-
ties for the club members.  If you think you would like to ap-
ply, contact Mike Erickson @ 320-396-2473 or 
mikeandlynn@northlc.com. 
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Board Meeting Minutes June 17, 2021  

   LOCATION: Denny’s restaurant. 
  Eleven members had breakfast.  
  Start time 10:47 am. In attendance were 7 board members. Present for the board meeting were Presi
 dent Mike Erickson, Kent Tabako, Gary Rosenberger, Roger Wothe, Gordy Ditmanson, Steve Seidl, 
 and Joel Bergstrom.                  
   A. Treasurer – Roger W. We are in the black.  
   B. Secretary Report - Gary R. Prior minutes approved.       
   C. Membership – Gordy D. We have 83 members. Ten members do not belong to the Nation
 al Club which is a requirement. Gordy has made a letter to remind those members. Mike E. suggested 
 that we require a national membership number when they renew TCRG membership. That way we
 could keep track of that problem. We seem to have several membership forms in the system that are 
 not compatible. Mike E. will look at that problem. Our local club is #46 which should appear on  our 
 literature. We have 4 new members which qualify for the national contest in progress.                                                             
   D. Editor – Bill G. MIA - Bill needs articles for our newsletter. Please help Bill with this  
 request.                  
   E. Upcoming Events.                                                                                     
   1. Drive your Ford Day is set for June 19. Tour to Hudson, WI             
   2. The Gentleman’s Breakfast will be at the Woodbury Café on July 15, 2021.                                                                       
    F. Old Business.                                           
   1. The club is looking to revise new membership brochures.                 
   2. Kent suggested we investigate moving our Post Office Box which is now located in 
 Bloomington. We no longer have members in that area and a move to the Roseville area would be a 
 better location. We are paid up till the end of the year ($134.00). The club will evaluate the change.   
  3. Lynn E. is putting our newsletter on our website for viewing.             
 G. New Business.                                                                                      
  1. Mike E. has attended several zoom meetings with the national club.    
   a. A new editor will be taking over for the V-8 Times.                    
   b. More national meets are in the works for 2022.          
   c. A Grand National Meet in Dearborn, MI is set for June 11-18, 2023.  
   d. The national club is looking for ideas to increase membership,      
   H. A car tour is proposed for July with a short meeting.            
   I.  Next Board Meeting – July 15, 2021. Meeting adjourned at 11:50 am.    
                  
  Respectfully submitted, by  
 
  Gary Rosenberger 
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MY FIRST CAR By Larry Suhsen  

Thinking about my first car brings back a lot of memories, as  it no doubt does for us all. I remember the first 
time I ever drove in the summer of 1946, when I wat 11 or 12 years old. My dad had a home- made tractor that 
was made out of an old Dodge car, year unknown. We had a 
large vegetable garden, and he had a horse drawn cultivator 
with the tongue shortened up, and a seat to ride on and control 
the cultivator. He hooked the cultivator behind the tractor, 
and: showing me how to drive, he took the seat on the cultiva-
tor, and we proceeded to cultivate the potatoes. Never having 
driven anything before, I was having difficulty steering, and 
we plowed out a lot of potatoes before he got me stopped. 
Sometime later he put me behind the wheel of his new 1949 
Dodge car, and before long I ran in the ditch. Being neither of 
us hurt, he made me get right behind the wheel again, as he 
didn't want me to lose confidence. Despite this rocky start, I 
finally got my drivers license at age 16 as a sophomore in 
high school. Up to this time I had been working for farmers 
cleaning out chicken coops and other various chores. Immedi-
ately after obtaining my license I got my first real job where I 
paid taxes and social security, as a soda jerk in an ice cream 
confectionary, at fifty cents an hour. As we lived five miles 
from town where the confectionary or soda shop was, there 
was no way my dad was going to drive me to and from work,  
or let me use his car. So he went out and bought me a 1939 
Dodge four  door sedan, for $300.00, which I had to pay off at 
$20.00 a month, for fifteen months, from my soda jerk wages. 
I don't remember having much trouble with this car as it actu-
ally was a pretty good one. One memory remains of an inci-
dent when my dad was doing something underneath the car, and it fell off the jack, bruising the side of his 
face something terrible. I guess he was extremely fortunate that was the worst that happened. With this car I 
did some of the things we did in those days, like mud flaps with green lights on them, clearance lights on the 
license plate, and a fox tail on the antenna. I wasn't allowed to just run around with it, mostly just use it for 
work, but I learned that if I took my younger brothers with me, I could get extra driving time that way. So we 
saw a lot of movies. I drove this car for 15 months until it was paid off, and by that time knew that a 39 Dodge 
was just not cool. I knew that I just had to have a V-8, which I got the summer of 1951 just before I entered 
my senior year in high school. A much better job and $900.00 got me a 1947 Ford two door. Now I was  cool. 
But that's another story 
 
 
Probably “another story” is the one I should be telling here. But I did not have this car (the V8) very long, so 
do not have many memories or pictures of it. I do remember that I had a lot of hard luck, and troubles with it.  
I had an expert (my Dad) tell me that it was the way I drove it. Could be.  
 
 Larry  
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Stupidity or Addiction!  From Dan Cragg 

  Why, why, why ! It must be an addiction or why would I purchase a 1936 Ford Standard Tudor when I | still 
needed to finish my 1936 Cabriolet and only have a one car garage to work in!  It started when due to my 
wife's health; I knew I could not leave her alone for any amount of time. I began looking on the internet at 
old Fords to just enjoy contemplating how I would restore them while being inspired by watching videos of 
other restorers.  Then, it happened. A ‘36 Tudor slantback body came up on the local Craigslist located by 
my house in Golden Valley. The price was a little high but I was interested as I had many of the missing 
parts. So, foolish me, I answered the “ad” with a lower bid thinking there was no way I would get this vehi-
cle. To my surprise, a few days later Les Heller, the owner contacted me and indicated | was the only one 
who showed interest in the “36 and could have it.  I then got cold feet thinking to myself “what are you do-
ing?” I| told Les | needed to see the car before I could make a decision. After looking at it, thought it would 
take a lot of work, but I have done worse ones in the past. Once home, I listed the pro's and con's of such a 
purchase. In the meantime, Les called back and indicated he just wanted to get rid of the ‘36 as he needed the 
space for other projects. So he dropped the price even lower and after a day of thought I bought it.  Les gave 
me the names of some others he knew who had '36 parts which, in turn, led me to Bob Roth who had on his 
farm a ‘35 fastback which had been laying on its side since 1951. Of course, that side of the body was use-
less, but the floor and the frame had never touched the ground and were complete. Many other parts could be 
salvaged and resold including a complete dash with all the gauges, waterfall, ashtray, etc. We settled on a 
price and he even volunteered to deliver it from his South Dakota farm. He sent me videos of the car to make 
sure I could use it.  So, now I have one body in the garage which I am doing body work, one junker in my 
driveway which | am slowly disassembling while my Fusion and Ranger sit in line serving to guard these 
“valuable (sic)” pieces of history.  The Cabriolet is almost ready to come home which creates another storage 
headache. I must be really stupid or join “Old Car Junkies Anonymous !” By the way. Does anyone know 
where I could get a good set of front fenders as I sold mine last year thinking I will never do another 1936 
Ford! 

Original Purchase From Les Heller 

Bob Roth Parts Car 



7 

 

In 2020 we sold our country estate in New Hope Texas and moved to town, McKinney Texas. 

The move consisted of extensive downsizing, parting with a lot of stuff, cars, car parts, tools and furniture and 
memorabilia. 

To put the move in perspective, our new abode in McKinney would fit inside my New Hope Shop Building, 
with room to spare. 

After finding a house in McKinney, and moving, I decided I needed something to keep me occupied and started 
looking for an old car to purchase. Checking Hemmings online I found a 1953 Ford 4 door in Upstate New 
York. The seller was a dealer from Chittenango New York and also a V-8 club member. I also enlisted another 
local V-8’er to check out the car for me. After he reported back, I decided to make an offer. After several 
rounds of negotiating, we agreed on a price. 

The transportation from New York took 2 months for the car to arrive in Texas. It spent considerable time in 
Minnesota, where Bill Gillies garaged it, while Milt was having truck problems. After 2 months of waiting, I 
hired a private hauler to bring it to Texas. That took one day! 

Upon arrival, and driving it around to my garage, I did an assessment of the old Ford. 

It needs a lot of TLC. 

The car is a survivor, 38,065 original miles. The original decals are still in the trunk, on the oil filter housing 
and on the air cleaner. It was last licensed in 1991 ( see pic). 

The car was undercoated so the carriage underneath looks good. 

The seats needed help, since the original foam had dried and crumbled. The seat springs were just under the 
driver’s seat upholstery.   

My original idea was to clean the seat material and install new foam padding, however after removing the seat 
covers, I decided they needed more than cleaning.  

I did not want to purchase a complete upholstery kit from Macs, since the seats were all that needed help. I was 
going to find some material and make new covers myself.  

I sent away to SMS Upholstery for samples of their upholstery material and upon arrival discovered that they 
had the exact material for the ’53, matched perfectly. In addition, they also make covers. After talking to them, 
I shipped my original seat covers to them for use as a pattern for new covers. It will take about 4 months to get 
completed upholstery.  So, in the meantime, I installed a truck seat cover on the front seat, after seat recon-
struction (new foam and jute).  

The rear seat is using a shipping blanket for a cover. 

I have since installed new shocks on the front and purchased 4 new radial tires (the tires on the car had a 1982 
manufacturing date), getting ready for the upcoming Texas Tour in Abilene September 16th-19th.  

So far, I am happy with the vehicle and it will provide untold quality garage time. 

 

Bob Parmelee 

The New York Survivor  By Bob Parmelee 
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Bob Parmelee’s Pictures 
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 LOCATION: Woodbury Cafe.  
 Seventeen members had breakfast.   
 
 Start time 10:47 am. In attendance were 8 board members. Present for the board meeting were Presi
 dent Mike Erickson, Kent Tabako, Gary Rosenberger, Roger Wothe, Gordy Ditmanson, Steve Seidl, 
 Bill Gillies, and Joel Bergstrom.                     
   A. Treasurer – Roger W. We are in the black.           
   B. Secretary Report - Gary R. Prior minutes approved.       
   C. Membership – Gordy D. We have 83 members. Ten members do not belong to the National Club 
 which is a requirement. We seem to have several membership forms in the system that are not compat
 ible. Mike E. will look at that problem. (Held over from our June meeting). We have 4 new members 
 which qualify for the national contest in progress.                                                             
  D. Editor – Bill G. - Bill needs articles for our newsletter. Please help Bill with this request.  
                
  E. Upcoming Events.                                                                                     
   1. August 4, 2021, membership meeting at St. Michael’s Lutheran Church in the Fireside 
 Room. Drive your flathead Ford, Lincoln, or Mercury to the meeting.    
            
  2. Braham Pie Day, August 6, 2021. Plan on attending.         
  3. August 19, 2021 - The next Gentleman’s Breakfast will be at the Country Kitchen, New 
 Hope. Steve S. to set up.                                                                       
 F. Old Business.                                           
   1. National Membership Drive. We have 4 new members.           
   2. The club is looking to revise new membership brochures.          .            
  G. New Business.                                                                                    
    1. An opportunity to earn some money for the club parking cars at the Stockyard Days. (Our 
 car show was cancelled this year). A discussion was held, and the board felt that we get such little help 
 these days from the membership and the fact that most of the workers are close or at 80 years old we 
 would pass on the opportunity.                     
  2. Kent T. working on a tour for September, possible picnic.        
  3. Mike E. to look at purchasing new tire covers for our trailer.     
   H. Other    
                                                    
   I. Membership Meeting Activities – Need Ideas                       
   J. Next Board meeting – August 19, 2021. See E-3 Above    
      
   Meeting adjourned at 11:17 am.                               
   Respectfully submitted, by 
 
   Gary Rosenberger 

                     Board Meeting Minutes    July 15, 2021,    
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FOR SALE 
 Sand blasting cabinet, 5 gal. Pressure tank, assorted grit. $125. Joel Bergstrom. 651-631-0091.  
 
  
 
 
WANTED, *  
 
 *Rear View Mirror mounts for 1933,34,35, 36 mirrors. These are the three piece mounts that were different for 
closed cars, roadsters and phaetons, and cabriolets.  thanks,  Dave Braun,  651-707-
4798     daveann444@cs.com.  June 

For Sale or Wanted 

Note From Bruce Nelson 
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Support our Advertisers! 

Add 
$2.50 
to  
Ship-
ping 
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Twin Cities Regional Group 
Early Ford V-8 Club of America 
P.O. Box 20236 
Minneapolis, MN  55420 

 

 

Ladies  
corner 


